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By RENEE SUTTON
Langara instructor Deland Jessop appeared on CBC’s Dragons’ Den to pitch his invention: coffee that 
helps you fall asleep. 
Jessop, an instructor at Langara’s 
school of management, recently had a 
chance to prove his entrepreneurial 
chops outside the classroom. He ap-
peared on Dragons’ Den, a television 
show where aspiring entrepreneurs 
pitch their ideas to a panel of business 
tycoons in the 
hopes of securing 
financing. Jessop 
presented the pan-
el with Counting 
Sheep Coffee.
Counting Sheep 
Coffee, a coffee 
meant to help you 
sleep, was 
launched in 2013. 
Jessop said his 
wife’s caffeine sen-
sitivity was part of 
the inspiration to 
turn his house into 
a lab for a year. 
“I was mixing 
with chamomile, with lavender. My 
wife was the guinea pig,” Jessop said. 
“I was kind of like the mad scientist.” 
Valerian root, a natural sedative, is 
blended with decaffeinated coffee to 
create a coffee to help people wind 
down. Jessop said people like the taste. 
“We’ve been doing demos all over 
the country and people love it,” Jessop 
said. 
Stephanie Koonar, assistant chair-
woman to the school of management, 
said Jessop’s students benefit by learn-
ing from an expert in the field of entre-
preneurism. 
“Deland has really been able to use 
his expertise and his product to en-
hance the curriculum,” she said. 
An advertising class was even able to 
develop an ad campaign for Counting 
Sheep Coffee. 
Andrew Kocicka, a student in Jes-
sop’s business presentation course, 
said  there are things that a student 
just can’t learn from a textbook when it 
comes to being an entrepreneur.
“It’s inspiring and beneficial because 
he’s been there, done that,” Kocicka 
said about Jessop.
Counting Sheep Coffee can be seen 
under the scrutiny of the dragons by 
logging onto the CBC’s website to 
watch the March 19 episode of the 
Dragons’ Den. 
By MADELYN FORSYTH
Cheating statistics are being com-piled at Langara following a CBC study that showed students might 
be getting away with cheating in post-
secondary institutions.
The CBC survey asked multiple 
questions about whether students had 
cheated in high school, as an under-
grad or if they had helped someone 
cheat on a test. 
Forty-two Canadian post-secondary 
institutions were involved in the study, 
including SFU and UBC. The survey 
found that SFU disciplined more stu-
dents for cheating than UBC does, even 
though they have a lower student popu-
lation. The survey shows that more 
than 7,000 students were disciplined for 
academic cheating in 2011-12, a finding 
experts say falls short of the number of 
students who actually cheat.
Melia Goertzen, administrative coor-
dinator at Langara, plans to compile 
her own statistics regarding cheating 
at Langara. The process could take 
time, she said.
“About 90 to 95 per cent of cases are 
first offences within a regular class. 
This suggests that most people who get 
caught cheating don’t do it again,” said 
Goertzen in an email.
Langara student Simran Virk 
doesn’t know anyone in college that 
has cheated but says that in high school 
many students cheated to get ahead.
Virk says many of her high school 
classmates are now at UBC or McGill 
University even though they cheated. 
“You’re not really being judged on 
what you know, it’s how well you can 
cheat,” Virk said.
The Langara Code of Conduct de-
scribes cheating as “an act of deceit, 
distortion of the truth, or improper 
use of another person’s effort to ob-
tain an academic advantage.” 
If a teacher thinks a student has 
cheated, they have the right to con-
duct an investigation of that student. 
Students can also appeal the teacher’s 
decision if they believe it to be unjust. 
Penalties at Langara for cheating 
range from a warning to expulsion.
Goertzen said that when students 
have been caught plagiarizing or 
cheating, “part of the process is to ed-
ucate them about their responsibili-
ties as a student.”
“In my experience, students may 
not even know that their behaviour is 
considered as plagiarism.”
Cheating stats to be compiled
A meeting 
with the 
dragons
A Langara instructor 
takes his latest idea to the 
CBC’s Dragons’ Den
DeLanD Jessop
Instructor and 
entrepreneur
Falcons win at nationals
Following the release of a CBC survey on cheating, Langara decides it’s time to crunch the numbers
“
In my 
experience, 
students 
may not 
even know 
that their 
behaviour is 
considered as 
plagiarism
         Melia Goertzen
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Jitinder Lohcham of the Falcons enjoys a victory ride following a triumphant victory on March 15 at Squamish’s Quest University. 
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By LAUREN COLLINS
A 
motion to stop changes to the 49 
UBC/Metrotown Station bus 
service passed unanimously at 
a city council meeting, but 
TransLink can still overrule the deci-
sion.
TransLink proposed cutting 14 stops 
in the Champlain Heights area because 
only five per cent 
of passengers get 
off at those stops. 
The route runs 
along 54th Avenue 
between Kerr and 
Tyne streets.
Vancouver city 
councillor Geoff 
Meggs submitted 
the motion be-
cause he said he 
wanted TransLink 
to “protect the ser-
vice of the people 
of Champlain 
Heights.”
“I think it’s im-
portant that we try 
to speed up service 
along 49th as well, 
but I don’t think 
we should do it at 
the expense of 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d 
service,” said 
Meggs. 
TransLink spokeswoman Jiana Ling 
said there is no decision about the ser-
vice cuts yet, but TransLink will post a 
full report on their website later this 
spring.
“We are still analyzing feedback re-
ceived during consultation, and devel-
oping recommendations for TransLink 
management,” Ling said.
Criminal justice student Devin Bur-
ton said the buses are too busy; and 
even when there appears to be room, 
the bus drivers go right by, which she 
finds “irritating.”
“I hate the 49. I hate it with a passion 
I could not put into words,” said Bur-
ton.
The provincial government is hold-
ing a TransLink referendum next year 
to get more funding for buses.
“TransLink is shuffling their buses 
around trying to make the best of it and 
it’s not working out very well,” said 
Meggs.
He added that funding is needed to 
pay for more buses and, in order to 
achieve that, students need to get in-
volved with the upcoming referendum.
“We need more service,” said Meggs. 
Vancouver city 
councillor puts 
forward a motion 
to protect transit
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Langara students voice concerns about long waits for the 49 bus to and from Langara College.
The first LGBTQ fair aims 
to promote community
By LUKASZ JONCA
Today marks Langara’s first Pride Fair, hosted by nursing students and the health services depart-
ment.
The Pride Fair is an opportunity for 
faculty and students to promote an 
LGBTQ-friendly environment at the 
college. 
It’s also an opportunity for people to 
ask community agencies and organiza-
tions any LGBTQ-related questions.
 A few of the 19 groups attending the 
fair include Prism Services, Qmunity, 
Pride UBC and Vancouver Pride Soci-
ety. 
Organizer Tiffany Fong said the 
Pride Fair will provide people with ac-
cess to a lot of different resources.
Jenny Liu, a term seven nursing stu-
dent said, “We’ve been getting positive 
feedback from people from the differ-
ent organizations. 
“They’re really happy that we’re tak-
ing the initiative to have this fair at our 
school.
 “The purpose of the fair is mainly to 
promote awareness and to make the 
campus a friendlier place.”
Langara’s policy states the school is 
committed to the principle that all 
members of the college community 
have the right to work and study in an 
environment free from discrimination 
and harassment. 
Christopher Wee, Mr. Gay Canada 
2014, addressed a letter to Langara Col-
lege and the organizers of the fair.
“May your first Langara Pride Fair 
be the beginning of an empowering 
legacy in the education and celebration 
of diversity,” said Wee. 
“I encourage the community of Lan-
gara College to attend your Pride Fair, 
not only to show your support but to be 
a part of and stand for something larg-
er than yourself.”
The organizers of the event, Liu, 
Fong and Langara’s clinical nurse Su-
san Kensett, hope the first Pride Fair is 
a success and becomes an annual tradi-
tion. 
UBC and Kwantlen Polytechnic Uni-
versity have already started hosting 
similar events. 
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Work permit changes for international students com-
mence June 1. From left: Rishabh Sharma, Inderjit 
Kaur, Sharan Klair, Rabjot Kaur, Kirandeep Kaur.
Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Canada streamlines 
work permit rules
Working made easier for international students
City fights 49 bus changes Pride at 
Langara
MIKE HODDER photo
Ajay Patel, dean of international 
education, approves of new rules.
1	 UBC
2	 West 49 Avenue at Cambie Street 
3	 Langara: West 49 Avenue at Manitoba Street
4	 Metrotown Station
Source: TransLink
KEY STOPS FOR NO. 49
“I hate the 
49. I hate 
it with a 
passion I 
could not 
put into 
words
DEVIN BURTON
Langara criminal 
justice student
By MIKE HODDER
Come June 1, it will be more tempt-ing for international students to study in Canada, but no easier to 
gain permanent residence.
 Under the current Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada (CIC) regulations, 
international students with a valid 
study permit are allowed to work on 
campus. However, those seeking jobs 
off campus must apply for a work per-
mit that allows them to work 20 hours 
per week during the academic session 
and full-time on breaks.  
New CIC rules will streamline regu-
lations by automatically allowing stu-
dents to work under the same guide-
lines without having to apply for a 
second work permit.
“It will help with the financial bur-
den for international students because 
they can work right away,” said Inderjit 
Kaur, 21, who came from India to study 
computer science at Langara. 
She works part time at a pizza shop.
The government is hoping the new 
regulations will make studying in Can-
ada more attractive to international 
students, who contribute more than $8 
billion to the Canadian economy each 
year, according to the CIC website.
 “With the new changes, we hope to 
continue to attract students from 
around the world to come and study at 
Langara and add to our rich culture 
and quality learning environment,” 
said Ajay Patel, Langara’s dean of in-
ternational education.
But not everyone thinks the changes 
will make much of a difference. 
“I think overall these changes pro-
vide some very modest help in the 
short term,” said UBC law professor 
Catherine Dauvergne, an immigration 
policy expert. 
“This facilitates working off campus 
but it was not impossible to do so be-
fore.”
According to Dauvergne, the new 
regulations are logical but fall short of 
the bigger issue for international stu-
dents, many of whom apply for perma-
nent residency.
“The really big problem with visas 
[is] that it can take forever to get 
them,” Dauvergne said. 
“Those are the real problems and 
these changes don’t address any of 
them.”
Campus news 3Editor GAViN FiSHEr tHE VoicE, tHUrSdAY, MArcH 20, 2014
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Clockwise from top: Langara professional photo-imaging students prac-
tice shooting birds with experienced wildlife photographer John Gordon 
(front row, far left); students look at their results to see if they got the 
shot; students had the chance to photograph owls and other birds.
By EDMOND LU
M
ore than $100,000 worth of 
photography equipment and 
30 years of experience in bird 
photography were on loan to 
students of Langara’s professional pho-
to-imaging department as they spent 
last Wednesday at the George C. Reifel 
Migratory Bird Sanctuary in Delta.
Representatives from Canon, Nikon 
and Vancouver-based camera store 
Beau Photo lent the students special-
ized equipment suited for bird photog-
raphy.
John Gordon, an experienced bird 
photographer and photojournalist, ac-
companied the department on the trip, 
offering his expertise and helping the 
students and faculty find birds like the 
great-horned owl and red-tail hawk.
 “Take on everything you can,” said 
Gordon, kicking off the day with some 
advice to those in attendance. “Try 
new things in your photography.”
Many of the faculty were also pres-
ent, both instructing students and tak-
ing the chance to learn from the experi-
enced bird photographers themselves. 
“We must expose our students to as 
many different facets of the industry as 
we can in the two years they are with 
us,” said photography department 
chair Catharine O’Brien-Bell. 
Students wielded their heavy, can-
non-like lenses worth thousands of dol-
lars with enthusiasm, pointing them at 
everything in sight.
The reputation of the photography 
program at Langara is partly why they 
were able to secure the equipment and 
experience to make this trip possible.
“Langara is one of the top photogra-
phy schools in the city right now, if not 
the top,” said Jason Kazuta, a repre-
sentative from Beau Photo.
The department organizes one of 
these trips each year, so students have 
the opportunity to attend twice in the 
course of their two-year program.
“Having a second go at it is definitely 
way more fun,” said second-year stu-
dent Gaelan Glenn. “I was looking at 
my stuff from before and some of it 
looked pretty bad.” 
The outing was a reprieve for all.
“School is stressful, especially right 
now,” said O’Brien-Bell. “If nothing 
else, the day was good therapy for ev-
eryone involved.”
Photo-imaging students had the chance to practice with specialized 
camera equipment during a trip to Reifel Bird Sanctuary last week
Langara nursing program receives highest-level recognition
By ERIN BOE
Langara nursing students can be confident they’re receiving superi-or training after the latest review 
by the College of Registered Nurses of 
British Columbia.
A full review of Langara’s bachelor 
of science nursing program was con-
ducted by the CRNBC’s education pro-
gram review committee in December 
2013. The committee regularly reviews 
the province’s nursing programs.
“The review was so successful that 
the program was awarded recognition 
for the next seven years – the longest 
period offered by the CRNBC, and a 
distinction reserved for exceptional 
programs,” said a Langara news re-
lease.     
“It felt very, very good,” said Janine 
Lennox, chair of Langara’s School of 
Nursing. “This is the longest length of 
time that you can have a recognition 
process, so we felt that it really shows 
that we have a very good program and 
the CRNBC has confidence in our abil-
ity to deliver that degree.”
Elsa Nguyen, a student in the first 
term of the three-year program, said 
the review reflects well on the school. 
“I think that it’s incredible that they 
got that kind of review,” said Nguyen. 
“It means they’re doing something 
right here. So it’s actually quite a privi-
lege to be part of a program that’s ac-
knowledged in that way.”
Nguyen, who hopes to be a prenatal 
nurse, was inspired by the skilled nurs-
es she met when she gave birth to her 
own children. 
Dynne Gaborni is also a student in 
her first term. She didn’t know about 
the program’s recognition but said she 
was “proud to be in a program that got 
such a glowing review.”
She hopes to be a pediatric nurse 
working in BC Children’s Hospital after 
she graduates from the program.
The program has standing recogni-
tion until at least Dec. 31, 2020, when 
the next CRNBC review will take place. 
College of Registered 
Nurses of BC gives Lan-
gara nursing top review
By GRAHAM McFIE
Sketch comedy group Assaulted Fish spoke at Langara’s March 13 Philosophers’ Jam about using hu-
mour to connect people from different 
walks of life. 
The Assaulted Fish members who 
performed were Kuan Foo, Nelson 
Wong, Lissa Neptuno and Marlene 
Dong, who is a Langara communica-
tions officer. The group began the two-
hour gathering with four sketches: a 
mock news broadcast, a movie pitch, 
Death’s monologue and the four mem-
bers reacting to a newspaper article. 
After the performance, the members 
discussed their own approach to come-
dy while the crowd was invited to vol-
ley questions at the comedians.
The group are diverse in gender, 
sexual orientation and experience. 
These differences provide the basis for 
many of their jokes.
 “No matter how diverse the crowd is 
or however various our backgrounds 
or upbringings are, the fact that we 
share that experience together, that’s 
special to me,” Wong said.
Dong said their workshops also fo-
cus on finding ways to connect people 
from different backgrounds.
“When it’s [a joke] that we bring to 
the table and everyone finds it funny, I 
think we’ve hit on something.”
Assaulted Fish said they don’t often 
get opportunities like the Philosophers’ 
Jam, which was attended by roughly 50 
people.
“It’s actually nice for us to have a fo-
rum like this, to talk to other people 
about it,” Dong said. 
“We’ll cover a good deal of discus-
sion during the workshopping process. 
But no one is really privy to those con-
versations.”
The group is also concerned with 
providing context for their jokes, not 
censoring the jokes.
“We are careful when we try and fig-
ure out what the context is that people 
see and hear those jokes,” Wong said. 
“Funny, in and of itself, is not a value 
system,” Foo said, acknowledging that 
laughter at a bad joke does not give the 
joke merit. 
“We laugh at things all the time that 
we probably shouldn’t.” 
Assaulted Fish’s website www.as-
saultedfish.com lists upcoming perfor-
mances.
Sketch comedy group 
Assaulted Fish brought 
laughs and analysis to last 
week’s Philosophers’ Jam
Comedy 
discussed 
at jam
Photogs test $100K of gear
“Take on 
everything 
you can...
try new 
things in 
your pho-
tography
JOHN GORDON, 
PHOTOGRAPHER
ERIN BOE photo
First year nursing student Dynne Gaborni practices 
measuring blood pressure on a Langara student.
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St. Paddy’s Day paints city green 
ALISSA CRANE photos
Parade participants march down West Georgia Street in honour of St. Patrick’s Day (March 17), with eager onlookers taking photos. 
By ALISSA CRANE
V
ancouverites partied hard this weekend 
to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, at various 
events held around the city. 
Thousands of attendees who braved 
the rain to watch the parade in downtown Van-
couver were treated to a show of Celtic danc-
ers, pipe bands and dancing leprechauns.
“Anything like this that celebrates diversity 
of culture and promotes that kind of harmony 
and engagement in the city is fabulous,” said 
Bob Doucet, founder of the Black Sheep Morris 
Dancers, who performed at the parade. “The 
more celebrations we have like this the health-
ier the city,” he added. 
Lane Messier attended the parade for the 
first time.
 “I liked the drums and the bagpipes best,” 
he said. “It was a really great vibe and I had a 
lot of fun.”
The Langara social club also held their own 
party, Get Lucky, in a downtown nightclub. 
Organizers created different activities such 
as a tattoo station, a coin toss and a draw 
where patrons could win almost $1,000 worth 
of sponsored prizes.
The club’s goal to engage Langara students 
and raise money for a scholarship was a huge 
success, according to event organizers.
“Last year we raised $600 and gave out three 
scholarships. This year we’re trying to raise 
$1,500,” said Nico Sto Tomas, co-founder of the 
social club.
Event organizer Eyren Uggenti said he was 
happy with the turnout and thought St. Pat-
rick’s Day was a great theme to celebrate.
“I’m very excited that people were able to 
come out on a Monday night to help support a 
fundraiser,” he said. 
“We were able to engage over 100 students 
tonight.”
According to Uggenti, that was the main 
goal - to bring Langara together and cement 
the club as a mainstay in the college’s future. 
Vancouverites decked in green to honour Ireland’s patron saint 
Author camps with marmots + bears 
By: MEGAN BOBETSIS
Langara biology teacher Cameron MacDon-ald was in the company of marmots and grizzly bears when during a trip of a life-
time. 
Three years ago, MacDonald, his wife and 
two children left on a four-month-long trip 
across North America in search of various en-
dangered species. 
When he got back, he wrote a book titled 
The Endangered Species Road Trip, published 
in 2013.
MacDonald spoke about his trip during the 
Metamorphosis lecture series put on by Lang-
ara at the Vancouver Public Library on March 
12.
MacDonald said he decided to go because he 
was tired of seeing pictures of the animals he 
taught and wanted to have first-hand accounts 
to tell his students. 
“I knew a fair bit about their biology, but I 
didn’t feel like I knew them well. 
“It was nice to see them in their own habitat 
to feel comfortable talking about them,”  Mac-
Donald said. 
His book is written at the level of his first- 
year students. It is also accessible to people 
who are interested in endangered species but 
don’t have a lot of background knowledge. 
MacDonald and his family travelled to plac-
es like Yellowstone National Park to see 
wolves, and Manitoba to see polar bears.
“The polar bears in Manitoba are in real 
trouble in the next 50 years,” MacDonald said, 
mentioning that those bears are closer to the 
Mexican border than they are to the North 
Pole. 
MacDonald said the major reasons for spe-
cies disappearing are habitat loss, overhar-
vesting, pollution, climate change and compe-
tition from exotic species.
But despite these issues, MacDonald said 
many endangered species are being saved 
thanks to careful research and captive breed-
ing programs.  
“I was way more depressed about these is-
sues 25 years ago than I am now,” he said. 
Peggy Harowitz, program coordinator for 
the Metamorphosis lecture series, said each 
talk is a “chance to showcase some of the re-
ally interesting work that has gone on at Lan-
gara and it’s also a chance to give back to the 
community.”
A trip of a lifetime fulfills Langara instructor’s wish to see endangered species he teaches about 
Lee breaks 
artistic 
boundaries 
Visual artist Evan Lee 
visits campus for the latest 
English Forum featuring 
his “intricate” art work 
By LESLIE KAM
Vancouver-based visual artist Evan Lee tries to avoids conventional methods at all costs. 
He is known for his innovative pho-
tography processes, and shared his in-
sights yesterday at the Langara Eng-
lish Forum.
In the final monthly forum of the se-
mester held by Langara English in-
structors, students and staff were in-
vited to join Lee and instructor Heather 
Jessup in a conversation about the re-
lationship between photography and 
poetry.
Lee first got into photography when 
he started his fine arts degree at UBC, 
but as time passed, he developed into a 
visual artist who strives to combine dif-
ferent forms of art. 
“In pretty much 
all of my projects, I 
take an experimen-
tal approach to 
photography,” Lee 
said. “For the most 
part, I spend a lot 
of time avoiding 
using traditional 
ways of making a 
photographic im-
age.”
Jessup said the intricacy of Lee’s 
work makes him unique.
“I think his work is deceptively sim-
ple,” she said. “I think when you imme-
diately look at it you know something 
is surprising about it but you can’t fig-
ure it out, so you have to kind of stand 
in front of it and look at it for a little 
while longer. It’s almost like a riddle.”
In his recent work, Lee turned his 
photographs into paintings by inter-
vening in the printing process to give 
his work a new look. 
“That particular project, when I 
started to really combine painting and 
photography, actually happened by ac-
cident,” he said. “I ended up printing 
the inkjet on to something that was the 
wrong material and so the inks 
wouldn’t dry.
“That’s when I got the idea to move 
the inks around like a painting.”
Jessup hopes the discussion will 
help inspire students interested in sim-
ilar areas of studies.
“I think when you actually get to 
meet an artist in person it can change 
your life.”
The event featured Lee’s ginseng 
root scans and drawings of ladies shop-
ping in Chinatown. They will be includ-
ed in his upcoming exhibition, Elders 
and Roots, at the Richmond Art Gal-
lery from April 26 to June 15. 
EVAN LEE 
Vancouver-based 
visual artist 
Submitted by CAMERON MACDONALD
Langara instructor Cameron MacDonald recalls travelling to Manitoba to see polar bears, and says they’re “in real trouble.” 
Submitted by EVAN LEE
Lee manipulates the ink on a 
normal selfie to create a painting 
effect.
Lifestyles 5editor tricia lo the Voice, thUrSdaY, march 20, 2014
Big spenders hit Oakridge 
Mall rakes in more 
cash per square 
foot than most in 
North America
By ASH KELLY
S
hoppers have dropped enough 
dough to make Oakridge the 
eighth most productive malls in 
North America, according to re-
tail-insider.com.
Ryerson retail management student 
Hilary Taylor compiled the list, which 
ranks North American shopping cen-
tres by sales per square foot. 
This year Oakridge ranked the 
fourth most productive of the five Ca-
nadian malls that made the cut. Pacific 
Centre was the only other B.C. shop-
ping centre on the list. 
Oakridge marketing director Barba-
ra Longland attributed the mall’s suc-
cess to constantly adapting marketing 
strategies and a changing demograph-
ic. 
“Oakridge has traditionally cap-
tured the Vancouver West Side since it 
opened in 1959. 
“Our retail mix has evolved as our 
shopper has changed, and we continue 
to provide an upscale shopping experi-
ence for our customers,” Longland said 
in an email.
As part of this strategy Oakridge 
hosts a series of unique events. Shop-
pers can expect to encounter a grand 
piano show, live performances by the 
Vancouver Bach Choir at Christmas 
and kung fu demonstrations during 
Chinese New Year. 
Currently Oakridge is displaying the 
popular brown-paper dresses designed 
by Langara design formation students. 
Langara retail marketing instructor 
Kevin James said the Oakridge neigh-
bourhood demographic has changed 
from middle class to upper-middle 
class, and shoppers’ tastes are now 
more geared toward the luxury items 
Oakridge offers. 
“A lot of the stores in that particular 
mall are kind of higher end,” James said. 
“You’ve got stores like Harry Rosen 
1	 Bal Harbour Shops 
in Bal Harbour, 
Florida: $2,793 per 
square foot
2	 The Forum Shops at 
Caesars Palace in 
Las Vegas, Nevada: 
$1,750 per square 
foot 
3	 The Grove in Los 
Angeles, California: 
$1,400 per square 
foot
4	 Pacific Centre, 
Vancouver: $1,335 
per square foot
5	 Yorkdale Shopping 
Centre, Toronto: 
$1,300 per square 
foot
6	 Toronto Eaton Cen-
tre, Toronto: $1,275 
per square foot
7	 Mall at Millennia in 
Orlando, Florida: 
$1,250 per square 
foot
8	 Oakridge Shopping 
Centre, Vancouver: 
$1,132 per square 
foot
9	 The Mall at Short 
Hills in Short Hills, 
New Jersey: $1,110 
per square foot
10	Chinook Centre, 
Calgary: $1,108 per 
square foot
Source: www.retail-insider.com
	
TOP 10
North 
American 
malls by sales 
in that particular mall, and so when 
you combine a high-end retailer like 
that with a relatively high volume . . . 
it’s kind of the perfect mix.”
Doug Snow, president of the British 
Columbia Shopping Centre Associa-
tion, said he was surprised to see 
Oakridge so high on the list because he 
was under the impression that Ameri-
can malls were ringing in more sales. 
But he said it’s Oakridge’s luxury 
brands and the affluent locals that 
make it possible for such a small shop-
ping centre to compete with bigger 
players.  
“They’re all very high-end stores,” 
Snow said. “People have got a lot of dis-
posable cash in that area.”
ASH KELLY photo
Oakridge’s marketing strategy to boost foot traffic in the mall features 
brown-paper dresses made by Langara’s design formation students.
Tiny 1st turnout at Hangouts’ event
By BEN ZUTTER
Territories were conquered and new friendships were formed March 12 at Langara Hangouts’ in-
augural event. 
An epic battle of Risk kicked off the 
group’s board game night, but the con-
versation quickly turned to how to get 
more Langara students involved. Just 
three people turned out to the Face-
book community’s first gathering. 
Langara Hango uts was created for 
students to meet new people and have 
fun, according to club creator Patrick 
Tam. Unfortunately, posting messages 
via social media is often as far as many 
young people are willing to go. 
“I think that’s how it is now. People 
are shy,” said board game night partici-
pant Himme Nguyen. “It’s very hard for 
them to reach out, just because of the 
way I guess they were raised. [Technol-
ogy] brings us together, but it also sep-
arates us.”
Tam hopes to get students to break 
out of that mold by encouraging them 
to meet up outside of the classroom. 
So far, sign-ups for current and fu-
ture events have been dominated by 
males, which is something that Tam 
and group administrator Mahalia Nah-
anee aim to 
change.
“There’s usually 
a pretty huge dif-
ference in [partici-
pation by] males 
and females. I’m 
not really sure 
why,” Nahanee 
said. 
The group has 
two female admin-
istrators, and Tam 
hopes their input 
will encourage 
more women to get 
involved. 
Tam said he ex-
pects a range of 
future indoor and 
outdoor activities 
for the group, in-
cluding paintball, 
water and pillow 
fights and pranks.
The group is still 
in its infancy, and Tam said where it 
goes from here is really up to those 
who choose to get involved.   
“If people have any new ideas for 
what kind of events they want to do, 
just come to the [Facebook] page,” Tam 
said. “Anything goes.”
BEN ZUTTER photo
Three students played a futuristic version of the board 
game Risk at Langara Hangout’s first event March 12.
Board game night draws 
crowd of three, but 
organizers still optimistic
Know your rights: tips on 
renting in Vancouver
By ASHLEY LEGASSIC
T
enants in Vancouver have a lot 
more to deal with than just notori-
ously high rental prices. 
Evictions, repairs and maintenance 
issues can be sources of conflict in any 
lease agreement. That’s why it’s impor-
tant for tenants to know the responsi-
bilities of the landlord before they 
move in, said Tom Durning, a spokes-
person for the Tenant Resource & Ad-
visory Centre in Vancouver. 
For example, landlords are responsi-
ble for maintenance and for doing an 
inspection report before tenants move 
in, Durning said.
“If they don’t do [an inspection re-
port] they’ve lost the right to [take] se-
curity deposits,” Durning said. Securi-
ty deposits work like collateral. 
Typically, a tenant pays an advance 
sum to the landlord in case of any dam-
age beyond the normal wear and tear. 
If everything is in good condition when 
the tenant’s lease expires, the landlord 
is supposed to return the security de-
posit plus interest.
But some landlords ask for deposits 
without upholding their end of the bar-
gain. Other times, tenants have diffi-
culty recovering their deposits once 
they move out.
“[Tenants] need to protect them-
selves because a lot of landlords will 
say, ‘Hey, they’re only a student, they’re 
not going to spend a lot of time coming 
after their security deposit,’” Durning 
said. 
The Langara Students’ Union held a 
workshop March 11 to help students 
navigate landlord-tenant relationships. 
General arts student Liam Switzer 
found his basement suite through 
Craigslist and has had problems with 
repairs.  “There was a bit of tension be-
cause the sink was broken and they 
couldn’t find a handyman,” Switzer 
said. “The handyman they had fixed it, 
but he fixed it while he was drunk and 
it broke again.” 
But Studio 58 students and room-
mates Michael Chiem and Nathan Kay 
said their landlords are excellent. 
Chiem and Kay have shared a Commer-
cial Street basement since August and 
haven’t had any landlord problems.
Another tip Durning had for student 
renters is to know their roommate and 
share equal responsibility. 
“Sit down with your roommate and 
say, ‘Here’s the deal, we all signed a 
lease. We’re all financially responsi-
ble.’ You can’t take off because you 
don’t get along or somebody’s boy-
friend steals the beers.
“It’s the landlord’s house, but it’s the 
tenant’s home. You’re not just some-
body to shuffle in and out.” 
ASHLEY LEGASSIC photo
Renters can protect themselves by 
knowing their responsibilities and 
rights before signing a lease.
Who pays? 
Tenants vs. 
landlords
“Technol-
ogy brings 
us togeth-
er, but it 
also sepa-
rates us
Himme nguyen
Recreation 
studies student 
viewpoints6
Every year, St. Patrick’s Day blows into town like a drunk in an old Western film, bawdy and ready to 
fight. 
But the holidays have simply 
become an excuse to drink the 
mid-March blues away with very few 
people actually celebrating the 
holiday for what it’s really about. 
We all want a day off come 
mid-March. It’s cold, rainy and aside 
from the odd cherry blossom, it’s a 
grey month for Vancouverites. 
We’ve long forgotten our Christ-
mas cheer and summer seems like a 
distant, unattainable daydream. The 
calendar seems rife with income 
taxes, end-of-term assignments and 
final exams for the foreseeable 
future. 
Once March 17 hits, it seems like 
everyone is long overdue for some 
fun. 
And this year was no different. 
Throngs of people put on their 
green outfits as if they’re invincibil-
ity cloaks. The guise of a holiday, a 
tradition, that must be treated with 
respect and celebrated dutifully, 
allows folks to pound back countless 
pints. And when March 18 rolls 
around, the bleary-eyed masses feel 
no shame despite the fact that they’re 
nursing a mind-bending hangover on 
a Tuesday morning. 
Most St. Patrick’s Day partygoers 
would be hard pressed to come up 
with the holiday’s origins or mean-
ing. It’s a holiday from Ireland. The 
Irish like to drink, right? It’s a 
holiday about drinking! 
St. Patrick’s Day is less a holiday 
and more a get-out-of-jail-free card 
for anyone over 19. A walk down 
Granville Street the next day is more 
than enough evidence of what the 
Feast of Saint 
Patrick really 
means to us: 
drinking, drinking 
and more drink-
ing. 
In the clamour 
of it all, people 
forget that just 
because everyone 
else is doing it, 
doesn’t mean you 
should too. Next 
year, take it easy 
on St. Paddy’s Day. If you need a day 
off, just wait for the weekend. Throw 
back a pint of Guinness, just one, and 
relax. 
And if you need a break from the 
stresses of the season, find a friend 
or a professional to hash things out 
with. Your liver will thank you in the 
long run.
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theVoiceCell phone etiquette has 
gone out the window
Degrees 
aren’t all 
about the 
jobs
We’ve all thought about it at one point or another. For some of you, it sits 
quietly at the back of your brain as 
you try and cram for one of many 
three-hour finals. And for some, the 
thought wanders through your brain 
as you methodically fold clothes at a 
minimum-wage job. 
It’s something hundreds of people 
strive for and pour thousands of 
dollars into getting. 
It’s a degree. 
Having gone through years of 
all-nighters and powering through 
copious amounts of coffee during my 
undergrad at SFU, I was constantly 
struggling with the idea that 
degrees just 
might not be 
worth it anymore. 
It’s become a 
parental expecta-
tion that kids 
must get degrees 
or they won’t find 
jobs without 
them. 
Now, a degree 
will hardly land 
you a job in your 
respective field. 
And it’s all about getting the next 
better thing: a master’s degree. 
As I look back at the hours spent 
in the library or standing in the Tim 
Hortons line, getting a degree isn’t 
all about how much you learned 
about World War I or if you know 
who Noam Chomsky is. 
When I think back on my five 
years at university, my fondest mem-
ories took place at school, but not in 
the classroom. 
I remember watching game seven 
of the Stanley Cup finals at the 
on-campus pub; I remember making 
the climb to the roof of the A 
Building to see the stars; I remem-
ber enjoying beverages in the 
summertime on the patio. And I 
made life-long friends in the process. 
A degree shouldn’t be seen as a 
ridiculously overpriced piece of 
paper that sits on the mantle and 
collects dust, but as a collection of 
experiences that help shape you. 
So maybe a degree will help you 
land a job, maybe it won’t and 
perhaps it isn’t necessarily worth 
the hefty price tag — but the 
experiences just might be.  
I 
recently belonged to a long 
prestigious line of Nokia flip 
phone users. I finally upgraded to 
a Samsung GALAXY S4 last year 
and I have yet to download my first 
application. But the truth is, I lost 
that old faithful beauty and miss her 
dearly to this day.
I mastered the art of texting 
without looking and my phone was 
just a phone. I didn’t feel the need to 
be wired into the Internet 24 hours a 
day.
I’m not against technological 
advancement, I’m all for user-friend-
ly technology. 
But what bothers me with the 
evolution of cellular technology is 
that etiquette has been thrown out 
the window. Somehow it’s become 
socially acceptable to pull these little 
devils out during any occasion 
without social repercussions. 
People crash into to you while 
they’re Googling and it’s reaching a 
level of absurdity. Everybody on the 
planet is walking around with these 
mini devices: They’re flashy, exciting 
and bright and all the knowledge and 
information you desire is at your 
fingertips in a moment’s notice. The 
worst part is that trivia and obtained 
knowledge are becoming obsolete. I 
wonder when we’ll be able to 
download packets of critical-thinking 
skills from the all-mighty Google. I 
still prefer the name Omnius. Just 
Google it, don’t bother to learn about 
it through hours of painstaking 
reading. 
I have lived long enough to know 
there’s no such thing as a free lunch. 
You don’t get all 
this amazing 
information for 
nothing. 
Fifty dollars a 
month is a small 
price to pay for 
all the abilities 
our little genies 
and leprechauns 
grant us. Those 
creatures have a 
long history of 
being tricky and this may be the case 
with smartphones. 
What’s the trade-off I ask, where’s 
the pact? I still prefer to sign my 
deals in blood. 
I’m getting a headache from all the 
artificial light, and I miss my simple 
little Nokia. 
OPINION
LuKASZ JONCA
OPINION
KENDRA WONG
St. Paddy’s Day: just an excuse to get drunk
OPINION
HANNAH  
MYRBERG
Comic by Kendra Wong 
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RENEE SUTTON photo
Gerald Curle is one of many students planning to transfer to UBC after Langara College
However, UBC registrar says that after one term 
transfer students catch up to general entry
Working two jobs or work-
ing while in school are the 
norm for Langara students 
Social media interactions 
lack non-verbal feedback, 
change communication 
By RENEE SUTTON
D
espite sending more transfer 
students to UBC than any other 
institution in the province, in 
the past Langara transfers were 
admitted with some of the lowest 
grades.
According to the latest report, from 
2003 to 2008, Langara provided UBC 
with 32 per cent of all transfer students 
that came from B.C.
This is nearly twice as many as any 
other institution. 
The average GPA of Langara trans-
fer students upon admission was the 
second lowest of all 22 B.C. institutions. 
Average grades for transfer students 
admitted to UBC ranged from 72 to 79 
per cent. 
Langara students admitted to UBC 
at that time had an average grade of 74.
BCIT students had the lowest aver-
age of all institutions at 72 per cent.
Larry Xiong, director of institutional 
research at Langara, said in an email 
that even as the most recent informa-
tion, the report might not accurately 
reflect the current situation. 
“This research has not been updated 
since     [2009], and may not represent 
the current state of transfer flow be-
tween Langara and UBC,” he said.
Kate Ross, associate vice-president 
of enrolment services and registrar at 
UBC, said that students transferring 
from colleges might have difficulty ad-
justing to university. 
In an email, she said most transfer 
students “will often experience ‘trans-
fer shock’ but typically after one term 
are performing similarly to those who 
were admitted directly.” 
Ross said the proximity of Langara 
to UBC could be one reason for the 
high transfer numbers. 
Gerald Curle, general arts student, 
said Langara promotes itself as a step-
ping-stone to university. 
“It seems like Langara is trying to 
promote that this is your bridge to uni-
versity, this is where you want to come 
before you go there,” he said. 
Jon Koch, a kinesiology student, said 
the price and lower requirements are 
why he chose to study at Langara be-
fore UBC. He said post-secondary insti-
tutions often say GPA isn’t everything, 
and that it’s about being a rounded in-
dividual.
The Langara administration was 
contacted but did not comment by 
press time. 
1	 Langara sent more 
than double the 
students to UBC 
than second-place 
Capilano College
2	 Langara granted 
1147 credentials in 
2012/13
3	 For transfer stu-
dents, general arts 
is the most-popular 
program with 56 
credentials granted 
in 2012/13
4	 The bachelor of 
science in nursing 
is by far Langara’s 
most popular pro-
gram, with 131 
credentials granted 
in 2012/13
≠
Reports from Langara and UBC
	
Grad Stats 
By MADELYN FORSYTH
Many Langara students tend to feel displaced without their smartphone and Dan Nykon, 
the assistant department chair of psy-
chology, thinks they may be missing 
out on real-life interactions. 
When people spend so much time 
c o n n e c t i n g 
through social me-
dia, they miss out 
on “the non-verbal 
feedback,” said 
Nykon.
“It’s really easy, 
that’s part of the 
problem is that 
very often people 
will knock off an 
email or a message 
without thinking 
very much,” he said. “There tends to be 
less reflection involved.”
He also points out how technology 
has changed the way we interact with 
each other even when we’re face-to-
face. “All too often you see whole fami-
lies sitting around the table and each 
having their devices out.”
Langara student Samantha Lim 
feels “weird” when she doesn’t have 
her smartphone on her.
“I try and avoid [my phone] when 
I’m trying to do my homework,” Lim 
said. “Otherwise, I’m checking things 
online or Googling something. It’s al-
ways with me.”
The Score on Davie, a sports bar in 
Vancouver, recently installed lock box-
es for people to voluntarily give up 
their phones for the duration of the 
meal. The bar, famous for the Luongo 
Caesar, says on its Facebook page that 
they added the lock boxes to put the 
“social back in social media.” The first 
person in the group to ask for their 
phone can get it without a fuss, but 
must buy a round 
of drinks for their 
table first.
“I think it will at-
tract a certain kind 
of person,” Nykon 
said before adding 
that the people 
who don’t agree 
with the process 
will likely just not 
go there. 
The reality of 
face-to-face inter-
actions may be changing with how 
driven people are by social media, he 
suggested. 
“The jury is still out,” Nykon said, 
“you’ll see what happens in 10 years or 
so as these people get into adulthood 
and whether that changes.”
By KARLY BLATS
For Langara students, working and help from family are ways to pay tuition without taking on student 
debt, which according to the Bank of 
Montreal is worse in B.C. than any-
where else in Canada.
A 2013 BMO student survey states 
B.C. students can expect to accumulate 
$34,886 in student debt, ranking among 
the highest in Can-
ada.
The average tu-
ition per semester 
at Langara for full-
time students is 
between $1,000 and 
$1,500, which does 
not include appli-
cation fees and 
books. 
Nathan Kay, a 
student at Studio 
58, said he worked to save his own 
money to pay for his tuition.
“I was a production assistant on a 
shoot during the [Calgary] Stampede, I 
was a personal assistant to a musician 
and I also did promotional work,” he 
said.
Before moving to Vancouver, Kay 
worked and went to university in Cal-
gary where he paid his own way 
through school and saved enough mon-
ey to pay his tuition at Langara as well.
“I know the value of a dollar now . . . 
I taught myself that,” said Kay. 
The survey also said Canadian stu-
dents are relying less on their family to 
finance higher education, down eight 
per cent since 2012. 
However, history student Wyatt Fid-
dick said his grandparents help him 
with school fees. 
“They will pay for each grandchild’s 
first degree,” he said.
Business marketing student Andy 
Yeh said he worked 30 hours a week 
last year to pay for his tuition while go-
ing to school full-time. 
Yeh said although you can get burnt 
out from all the work, if you enjoy your 
job and your studies, the struggle is 
worth the hard work.
BMO suggests taking advantage of 
“student status” to save money by 
seeking out promotions available to 
students. 
Across the border, an 18-year-old 
Duke University student, stage named 
Belle Knox, recently made headlines 
for funding her education through al-
ternative means: porn. 
Knox puts herself through Duke by 
flying to Los Angeles during school 
breaks to film hardcore sex scenes. In a 
Globe and Mail article that came out 
early this month, Knox said she could 
make up to $1,200 a scene which goes 
toward her $60,000 tuition fees.
wyatt FiDDick
Gets help from 
his grandparents
SiMran virk
Goes everywhere 
with her phone 
Students don’t have it easy - we’re addicted, indebted and struggling to measure up
SaMantha LiM
Tries to keep her 
phone off while 
studying
Student life: Tech, degrees, tuition
Langara transfers took 
lower grades to UBC
Students 
cope with 
expensive 
province
Technology 
addiction 
creating a 
new social 
reality
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FALCONS TAKE CHAMPIONSHIPS!
Langara’s men’s basketball team defeats Red Deer Kings, Greig named tourney’s MVP 
By EDRICK DUDANG
T
he Langara Falcons are Canada’s 
men’s college basketball champi-
ons after a nail-biter against the 
Red Deer Kings in Squamish last 
Saturday. 
The Falcons, who only lost one game 
in the 2013-2014 season, beat the Kings 
at the Quest University gym March 15 
to win the CCAA National Champion-
ship, after a 15-year hiatus from the top 
spot.
The Falcons went into the tourna-
ment leading B.C.’s PacWest Confer-
ence and were down by six points going 
into the fourth quarter of the final 
game, but came back to beat the Kings 
88-86. 
Point guard Brody Greig was named 
MVP of the tournament after averag-
ing a triple-double with 22 points, 10 
rebounds and 12 assists per game. 
“He’s easily the best point guard in 
the country at the college level,” Fal-
cons coach Paul Eberhardt said. “He’s a 
very special player.”
Eberhardt was also recognized for 
his performance this season and was 
named PacWest’s coach of the year. He 
said he’ll be back to coach the Falcons 
next season and has hopes for another 
national championship.
“You got one, you got to get two, 
right?” he said. “This is an amazing 
group of men and I am so proud of 
[how] hard they worked and how much 
heart the showed on our way to win-
ning the gold medal.”
As exciting as the final game was, 
Eberhardt said the most dramatic 
match was the Falcons’ semifinal 
against Montreal’s Vanier Cheetahs on 
March 14. With only 1:40 remaining in 
the game and a 10-point deficit, the Fal-
cons managed to push the game into 
overtime, tying at 94-94. The Falcon’s 
then won in overtime, beating the 
Cheetahs 103-102. 
“Pretty much everyone thought it 
was over,” said Falcon forward Jitinder 
Lohcham. “To be honest, I can’t even 
tell you how we ended up tying the 
game.”
Eberhardt was surprised too.
“After the game was over, I said to 
my assistant, ‘How the hell did we win 
that game?’ It was one of the most im-
pressive comebacks I have ever been a 
part of in my [30 years] of coaching.”
Langara marketing student 
finds persistence pays off, 
lands role with Whitecaps
By DAVID LA RIVIERE
As the son of a physical education teacher, Langara student Andrew Kocicka was raised playing sports, 
but soccer was always his passion. 
When it came time for him to choose 
a career path, he set his sights on work-
ing for the Vancouver Whitecaps FC, 
and this year, he pulled it off.
After years of volunteering and in-
terning with the Whitecaps, Kocicka 
was hired by the team’s front office 
through a Langara co-op program as 
an account executive of inside sales in 
January. 
Kocicka’s journey to the Whitecaps 
has been a struggle since he first joined 
Langara`s VOLT volunteer program 
during the first semester of his busi-
ness program. 
Kocicka applied for five different po-
sitions with the club, but never got the 
job. 
He continued to volunteer, managing 
the club’s ball boys, giving tours and 
doing whatever else he could to get his 
foot in the door and make connections 
with people in the organization.
“I kept getting rejected, which was 
fine because I got back up,” said Kocic-
ka, in the conference room of the 
Whitecaps office in Gastown.
The Whitecaps have played in a 
number of divisions since 1974 but ex-
perienced rapid growth in popularity 
when they began playing in the Major 
League Soccer league in 2011, where 
they take on the best teams in Canada 
and the United States, such as the LA 
Galaxy. 
“The club has gotten better and bet-
ter every year,” Kocicka said. “And I 
wanted to get in at ground level which I 
did, and now I want to work my way 
up.”
Kocicka’s love for the sport goes be-
yond selling tickets and networking – 
in May 2013 he co-founded Freekicks 
Kenya with Whitecaps marketing in-
tern and Langara alumnus Dean 
Tsatouhas. The men went to Kisii, Ke-
nya with $1,500 and donated soccer 
balls with the goal of inspiring youth in 
the area to continue with education 
and to promote healthy communities.
Kocicka hopes to establish Freekicks 
Kenya as an official partner of the Free-
kicks organization, a non-profit that 
aims to bring soccer to communities 
around the world by providing them 
with equipment and coaching.
“I want to inspire people to do things 
they never thought [were] possible, 
that’s why Kenya was so important to 
me,” he said.
VANCOUVER SPORTS PICTURES photo
Coach Paul Eberhardt, front and centre in the brown suit, led the Langara Falcons to their first CCAA National Championship trophy since 1999.
PACWEST CHAMPS
Went 20-1 in 21 games
HIGHEST SCORING
Averaged 99 points per 
game, highest in Canada
PACWEST AWARDS
Brody Greig,  Paul 
Eberhardt named player, 
coach of the year; Jitinder 
Lohcham named all-star
SEASON
Highlights
“I kept 
getting 
rejected, 
which 
was fine 
because I 
got back 
up 
ANDREW KOCICKA 
Langara market-
ing student
Many balls up for grabs
By CHRIS SLATER
Langara students looking to soak up some sun, kill some time and get a little exercise this spring can go to 
the school’s athletics department for 
some free and fun games.
From bocce balls to volleyballs, foot-
balls to Frisbees, Langara’s gymnasi-
um staff have plenty of equipment for 
students to sign out and use on campus 
grounds, free of charge.
“There’s a variety of equipment that 
people are welcome to take out and use 
on the field,” said Carly Scarr, Langara 
Athletics department assistant. Lately, 
however, not many students are taking 
advantage of the equipment, she said. 
“Students who come to play in the 
gymnasium make use of the equip-
ment, but in terms of [students] taking 
stuff outside . . . not very many people 
do. I think it’s a combination of people 
not knowing and obviously the weath-
er. We get a lot more people coming to 
sign stuff out in the summer when 
there’s just not that many people on 
campus.”
The department has purchased new 
games in recent years including ladder 
ball, also called “Hillbilly Golf” and 
bocce, the classic Italian game. 
In ladder ball, players throw bolas, 
two small balls connected by a length 
of rope, and wrap them around one of 
three rungs on a ladder stuck in the 
grass. 
In bocce, players throw heavy col-
ored balls toward a small target ball 
and the closest wins. 
Scarr said staff or students in the 
college’s SWAP program are in the 
gym’s office, G004 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on weekdays to help students looking 
to book equipment. 
All students need is a Langara ID 
card, which the office holds as collater-
al until equipment is returned. 
Langara athletics department loans bocce, croquet sets
Andrew Kocicka turned his childhood passion for soccer into a career
CHRIS SLATER photo
Langara students Toni Li and Marinel Santiago show off equipment.
